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Dear Preschool Families,
Welcome to the new school year! We are pleased to have your child(ren) and you join us as we begin
the school year in Early Learning. Each child attending preschool is important to us. We pledge our best
efforts to offer an excellent educational experience for your child. Our preschool programs emphasize
early literacy (reading), writing, early numeracy (math), social skills, physical skills and communication
skills to help build the foundation for kindergarten readiness. School attendance, punctuality, and a
good night’s sleep are all key components for student success. We look forward to partnering with you
in order to make your child’s school year a successful one.
Families and school staff working together will help us to make your child’s upcoming school year a
positive and safe one. Please review, keep this family handbook, and reference it throughout the year.
We included information that will be helpful to our families as we begin the new school year. If you have
questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or our school office at (509)-573-5980.
For ECEAP families you may also contact your Family Support Specialist with any questions you may
have.
Please make sure to send your child’s backpack to school with them every day. It is important that their
school tag, provided by the teacher, is on their backpack every day for safety. Please put a change of
clothes in their backpack in case of an accident. Also, please send in extra diapers and/or pull-ups if
needed. Please mark all belongings with child’s first and last names, as many items look alike. Thank you
for keeping all toys and personal belongings at home.
Some of our students and staff have allergies. For safety, we strive to be a nut-free, gum-free and
fragrance-free program. Please help us keep everyone safe by not sending food with your child that has
any type of nuts in the ingredients.
We look forward to supporting your child’s learning this year. Thank you for allowing Yakima School
District the privilege of being a part of the early education of your child and preparing their educational
foundation.
Thank you,
Danielle DeLange

Julie McDougall

Early Learning Director

Assistant Director
Every Child, Every Family, Every Day!

400 West Viola Ave, Yakima, Washington 98902 I Call 509-573-5980 I Fax 509-573-5990
https://www.yakimaschools.org/
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Yakima School District Early Learning Department
The Early Learning Department provides preschool experiences in a classroom setting for children who
reside in the school district boundaries, including children with special needs and children who qualify
for ECEAP.
Yakima School District Early Learning is dedicated to meeting the needs of all students. We strive to help
students reach their highest academic and social potential with readiness for success in the K-12
program. Early childhood programs are designed for the purpose of fostering the development of
children's intellectual, social, emotional and motor skills. All programs will operate in a manner
consistent with best practice and research in early childhood education and are consistent with state
licensing requirements for both curriculum and facilities.
Early Learning offers programs in the district that are designed to accommodate diversity: that is, they
are designed to enable the full inclusion of young children with disabilities – as well as those with limited
English proficiency – in the full range of program and curriculum activities.
Early Learning offers Developmental Preschool, Integrated, and ECEAP Preschool. As funding for early
childhood is not included as part of the state’s basic education allocation to the district, services
available for early childhood education in YSD will be targeted, as available, to priority populations.

Early Learning Dome Office
400 West Viola Ave.
Yakima, WA 98902
Office and Attendance Line for ALL Early Learning Programs: (509) 573-5980
Adams Elementary
723 S. 8th Street
Yakima, WA 98901

Barge-Lincoln Elementary
219 E. “I” Street
Yakima, WA 98901

Hoover Elementary
400 W. Viola Ave.
Yakima, WA 98902

McClure Elementary
1222 S. 22nd Ave
Yakima, WA 98902

Developmental Preschool

Integrated Preschool

ECEAP Preschool

Preschool for students ages 3-5
who qualify for special education
services in a variety of
developmental areas and focus on
student’s individual needs.
Transportation available for
students with an IEP.

An integrated program for students
with special needs and community
students in the same classroom. This
integrated approach guides children
through the normal stages of
development while taking into
account the specific needs of each
child. Transportation available for
students with an IEP.

A state-funded program that is
offered full day to students 4
days/week. ECEAP focuses on the
well-being of the whole child by
providing comprehensive nutrition,
health, education and family support
services to YSD’s most at-risk
students. Children are eligible for
this program based on their age and
family income. Transportation is not
provided for this program.
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Our Mission
We envision early learning programs that:
❖ are proactive in embracing the uniqueness of every family and child;
❖ are accepting, honoring, and welcoming of all types of family participation in the program;
❖ ensure consistent “best practices” for staff, children and families.

Our Motto
Every Child…Every Family…Every Day!

Our Goals
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Provide a learning environment and curriculum appropriate to individual needs.
Promote social, physical, intellectual and emotional development.
Recruit, identify and select eligible children with the greatest needs.
Provide families with services or referrals necessary to ensure needs are adequately met.
Provide a wide variety of opportunities for parents to be involved in the program and
educational processes of their children.
Empower families to overcome factors, which may put their children at risk of future school
failure.
Provide provisions that all children receive medical and dental services.
Provide awareness of health, mental health, and nutrition issues and services available.
Ensure provision of nutritious meals and snacks, which meet requirements by the USDA
standards.

Curriculum (various curricula used throughout our programs)
Literacy
DLM Early Childhood
Express

Eureka Math

Social
SkillsSecond
STEP

PreK Writing
Building the
Foundation

Learning Without
Tears
Handwriting

STAR
Program
(Autism)
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Early Learning Program Policies and Procedures

Attendance
Each day is an essential part of your child’s preschool experience. Maintaining a regular routine for
school will provide many benefits to your child such as, peer socialization, pre-academic skills, meal
times and health activities. In order for your child to gain the most from these activities, it is important
that they arrive to school on time.
Please call the preschool office every day your child will be absent (509) 573-5980.
Reasons for excused absences include:
●
●
●

Illness
Medical & dental appointments
Pre-arranged absences (arranged with your teacher and office staff).

If you are unable to bring your child to school because of transportation or personal issues, contact your
child’s teacher or the office to see if we can find a solution. As these types of absences are generally
unexcused, planning ahead and building a support network for back-up child care and transportation
will reduce unnecessary absences.
ECEAP Performance Standards state that children should be in attendance 85% of the scheduled time. If
your child’s attendance falls below an 85% average for the month, you will be contacted by your Family
Support Specialist to see if there is any way that we can help to improve your child’s attendance. We
strive for this standard for all Early Learning programs.
The Family will:
●
●
●

Notify the classroom by phone or note if the child is ill, has a planned absence, or the family is
leaving the program area; and,
Work with the program staff to resolve attendance issues, including specific problems
concerning children with disabilities.
Sign In/Out: Parents are required to sign their child in and out of the office each day.

The “BECCA Bill”
Washington’s truancy law (the “BECCA Bill”) requires students to attend school. If a student does not
attend school, the law requires the school district to take steps for students enrolled in school. For
preschool aged students, once a child is enrolled as a student they are expected to attend.

Birthdays/Celebrations/Holidays
Please communicate with the classroom teacher about all celebrations. Year-to-year celebrations may
change due to the fact that our community of children varies each year. All food that comes into schools
for birthdays/celebrations must be store-bought. Please make sure with the teacher that there are no
allergies before purchasing treats.
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Bullying/Harassment
We recognize that bullying can happen anywhere despite education and prevention efforts. We ask you
to partner with us to address bullying and to ensure that our schools are safe and positive places of
growing and learning for all students.
“Harassment, intimidation or bullying”, means any intentional electronic, written, verbal, or physical act,
including but not limited to those shown to be motivated by race, color, religion, ancestry, national
origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, mental or physical disability or other
distinguishing characteristics, when such an act:
• Physically or emotionally harms a student or damages the student’s property; or
• Has the effect of substantially interfering with a student’s education; or
• Is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an intimidating or threatening educational
environment; or
• Has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the school.

No Cell Phone Policy
For your child’s safety, please make sure that during pick-up and drop-off times that you are not using
your cell phone.

Check In/Out
Exterior doors to our ECEAP classrooms will be open for five minutes at the beginning and end of each
session to receive children. For children not in our ECEAP program you will meet your teacher at the
front door and the teacher will walk your child to class. For safety, exterior doors will not be opened to
parents/visitors at other times until you have checked into the office. Our school office will then call
over to the classroom and let the teacher know to watch out for someone coming over.

Child Abuse and Neglect Statement
All Yakima School District Employees are state-mandated reporters of suspected child abuse and
neglect. As such, we are concerned for the safety and well-being of all children. We are guided by three
factors in dealing with child abuse and neglect.
1. State Law requires all employees of agencies and schools such as ours to report all cases of
suspected abuse or neglect to the Children’s Services Division or the Police Department.
Failure to report could be considered a criminal act.
2. ECEAP Guidelines require program employees to report abuse compliance with state laws.
3. Yakima policy mandates that we report in compliance with state laws.
In accordance with the requirements of the law and the ideals under which we work, we have
developed a procedure for reporting suspected child abuse and neglect. Please understand that this
means all Yakima School District Employees are required to contact Child Protective Services (CPS).
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Communication
If you need to talk to your child’s teacher, we encourage you to call their voice mail, e-mail, or schedule
a meeting. Teachers generally cannot answer calls during class time. You can also put a note in your
child’s backpack.
If you need to let your child’s teacher know that you will be late in picking up the student or that
someone else is picking them up, you can call the front office at (509) 573-5980. Please call a minimum
of thirty minutes before dismissal to ensure that the teacher receives the message that there is a change
for the day. Also, do not forget to check your child’s backpack daily for school communications, such a
classroom newsletters and other important information.
Your child's education is very important. As the parent/guardian of a Yakima student, you have the right
to participate in your child's education, including communicating with teachers and staff about your
child. Yakima offers interpreter and translation services to parents free of charge. We encourage you to
tell someone at your child's school if you need a translator.

Diapers/Toileting
Potty training is an important milestone for children. The child requires reassurance and guidance at
every step to make sure they are fully supported during this stage of their development. It is important
that we ensure effective partnership and communication with families in order to give the child
continuity between home and school. We ask that families let us know as soon as they start to think
about potty training their child in order to maintain consistency. Families are asked to provide plenty of
changes of clothing. This is important because accidents do happen during training time.
Signs that your child is ready for potty training:
●

Child’s diaper is frequently dry when waking up from a nap. A dry diaper a couple of hours after the
last diaper change would also be an indicator that your child is developing some bladder control.

●

Child is aware when wetting their diaper.

●

Child can tell you in advance that they need to go potty.

●

Child may become uncomfortable and complains about dirty diapers.

●

Child can take off own clothes and needs minimal help with it.

●

Research shows that boys tend to be a little slower to gain control of their bladders and bowels than
girls.

The following procedure will be followed at school when child is ready to begin potty training:
●

The teacher will ensure that ALL staff on the team are fully aware of the child’s stage of potty
training.

●

ALL children at the potty training stage must be accompanied to the bathroom and supervised and
supported while in there.

●

Children will be supported to wash their hands with soap and water and dried thoroughly.

●

Staff members wear gloves when helping students with potty training and when changing diapers.

●

Should a child have a toileting accident, they will automatically be changed.
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Dressing for Preschool/Backpacks
Children should wear comfortable play clothes and closed-toe shoes so that they can run and climb
outdoors. Please write your child’s first and last name on all backpacks, coats, etc. If an item gets lost
this helps us to return it to your child. Please provide extra diapers/pull-ups (if this applies to your
student) and a spare change of clothing in your child’s backpack. Backpacks should be large enough for a
binder to fit inside. Students may bring home important papers and projects and it needs to fit inside
the backpack.
Dress your child for the weather. Children go outside and play unless weather is extreme. On cold or
rainy days, children should wear a coat, hat, boots and mittens. On sunny days, please put sunscreen on
before school. Send a light jacket in case weather turns chilly.

Emergency Drills/Plan
Students review and practice emergency procedures and exit routes on a monthly basis. These include
fire, earthquake, and lockdown drills. During fire drills and after earthquake drills students are
accompanied by staff to exit the building. Our staff has a comprehensive plan and supplies to support
our students in the case of an emergency.
In the event of an emergency, staff will implement the Emergency Procedures Plan. As a parent or
guardian, it is important that you provide correct contact information for your child and communicate
any changes in contact information to program staff at your child’s site.

Equal Access
“Yakima School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race,
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal, and provides equal
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.
Employees at 104 N. 4th Ave., Yakima, WA 98902 have been designated to handle questions and
complaints of alleged discrimination: Please call the Deputy Superintendent at (509) 573-7039, or the
Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator at (509) 573-7004.
Individuals with disabilities who require assistance or special arrangements to attend a program or
activity sponsored by the Yakima School District should contact one of the ADA Coordinators 24-hours in
advance of the event to inquire about reasonable accommodation. Deaf, deaf-blind, hard of hearing,
and/or speech-impaired individuals may access Washington Relay Services by calling 7-1-1 or 1-800-8336388.”
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Family Involvement
Research tells us that when schools, families and community groups work together to support learning,
children tend to do better in school, stay in school longer, and enjoy school more. We value your
participation in your child’s education. Your involvement demonstrates the importance of learning and
builds foundation of educational success for your child. We welcome your involvement, as you are their
first teacher. Listed below are some ways to participate:
o Work in the classroom: helping with activities and preparing materials.
o Share your family’s culture, a hobby or your profession in the classroom.
o Read to your child every day for 20 minutes.
o Play with your child every day. Follow his or her lead.
o Attend parent/teacher conferences.
o Participate in fun school activities held in the evenings.
o Help prepare materials in the comfort of your own home.
o Participate in Policy Council if your child attends an ECEAP program.

Flag Exercises
Flag exercises shall be conducted in each classroom at the beginning of the school day and at the
opening of all school assemblies. Students not reciting the pledge of allegiance shall maintain a
respectful silence while either seated or standing. The flag exercises should be made impressive and
meaningful with the specific goal of developing an appreciation for our American heritage and respect
for the flag.

FERPA and Confidentiality
The Yakima School District is required under the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA) to provide annual notification of rights under this regulation. As the parent(s)/ guardian(s) of a
minor child in our district, or as an eighteen (18) year old student, the parent has the right to:
∙ Inspect and review the student's educational records;
∙ Request an amendment of those records to ensure that they are accurate and not misleading or
otherwise in violation of student privacy or rights;
∙ Consent to disclosures of personally identifiable directory information contained in those records,
except to the extent that regulations authorize disclosure without consent;
∙ File with U. S. Department of Education a complaint concerning alleged district failures to comply with
this act. Requests for exercise of these rights are made to the school's office, using form 3605.2X.
All programs are required to implement and maintain safeguards and safety measures to preserve the
confidentiality of personal and private information collected from or about families and the children we
serve.

Late Arrival Policy
If your child is late to class, please first check in with the office. The office will call the teacher and staff
may meet you at the office or have you take your child to class. This helps us to ensure that we update
your child’s attendance record as well as to locate the teacher for you.
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Late Pick Up Policy
Student safety is the highest priority of the Yakima School District. Therefore, we make every effort to
ensure that all students are under appropriate supervision until they return to you at the end of their
school day.
For that reason, we are concerned about students who are left after dismissal time or who are brought
back to school because no one is at the stop to meet the bus. The school is not, and cannot be, staffed
to provide supervision for students in these situations; hiring extra personnel to supervise is beyond our
financial resources. In addition, children feel confused and apprehensive when they are not picked up
on time. Please communicate with office staff and teachers if you are going to be late for any reason.

Smoking
All programs are required to create smoke-free environments and to eliminate exposure to smoke for
children, staff and parents in the program. The policy covers the smoking of any tobacco products and
applies to both employees and non-employee participants of the program. Smoking is not allowed in
any of our Early Learning schools or playgrounds.

Nutrition/Meals
Meals vary for each program.
❖ ECEAP: Children will receive breakfast, lunch and a snack.
❖ All other Preschool Programs: receive either breakfast or lunch depending on their class
session.
Each child will receive meals, which provide 1/3 of the daily nutritional needs required by the USDA
standards. Meals will be served in a “family style” atmosphere, where both the children and adults
participate together to set up and distribute the food. Sufficient time is allowed for children to eat. In
our programs, children will not be forced to eat, but they are encouraged to try all foods.
Special diets and allergies will be posted in the classroom utilizing confidentially procedures. The kitchen
staff and Health/Nutrition Coordinators will also have this information on file. Special provisions will be
made for children with special dietary needs. We must have documentation from the child’s physician
regarding special diets and allergies before we can change the menu to accommodate an individual
child’s special diet. We strive to be a nut-free and gum-free program. Please help us by adhering to this
policy.

Parking at School
Parents may park in the parking lots all around the school. We ask that you do not park in the bus
loading zones or in the handicap- and reserved-parking areas unless you have a permit to do so. We
know that drop off and pick up time may become busy; therefore, we ask that you please wait for your
child in the designated spot. Please make sure that the person picking up your child has identification on
them such a driver’s license. This helps to ensure that your child goes home with the correct person. All
information needs to be current with office staff in our system. Our staff will not release students to
someone who is not on the updated pick-up list. No exceptions.
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Pets
Pets, even on a leash, are not allowed on school premises or in the playground area. Please refrain from
bringing your pet during drop-off/pick-up times. Many people have a fear of (or are allergic to) dogs and
safety is our first priority. Certified service dogs with their vests are permitted with their owner.

Photographs
Each year, arrangements are made with a private photography company to take individual student and
group classroom pictures for your personal use and for use in our school. As a service to parents, these
pictures may be purchased on an individual basis. It is the responsibility of the parent to notify the
school if you prefer your child not be photographed. Volunteers and/or visitors cannot take pictures of
students unless it is their own child. Please do not video your child in the classroom, as it is difficult to do
so without videoing other children. Please do not take pictures of teachers without prior permission.

Play is Important
We often hear, “What’s so important about Preschool? All they do is play!”
Yes, they do play all day and that is one of the most important ways that young children learn. As O.
Fred Donaldson said, “Children learn as they play. Most importantly, in play children learn how to
learn.” Research also says:
•

Play is an important vehicle for developing self-regulation as well as for promoting language,
cognition and social competence.

•

The power of play is at the foundation of a child’s ability to learn and grow. Research proves
that kids who get opportunities for experimental play have better social skills, improved literacy,
reduced stress and increased success in life.

•

Through play, learning is in-depth, concrete and long-term. Play offers young children the
opportunity to put into action the ideas and processes being presented so that concepts and
ideas make sense and the processes can be mastered…

In Early Learning, we purposefully design instruction to include multiple opportunities to play. During
group time we often play with words, songs, movement and silliness. In centers, children have
opportunities for more self-directed play. Our teachers carefully set up centers to provide
students opportunities to practice skills in a playful way. Staff encourage children to talk and
interact with each other. They build things together, develop play scenarios, and work on fine
motor skills, language acquisition, social skills, problem solving, etc. in a natural way.
We encourage families to really play with their children. Get on the floor with them or sit next
them at the table. Ask open-ended questions! Enjoy and encourage the natural curiosity of children.
Children can learn so much more from 5-10 minutes of real interaction with a human than they can with
a phone or computer. We encourage you to put your phone down and be silly with your child!
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Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS):
In Early Learning, we use PBIS as a foundation for teaching expectations and supporting children with
social skills and behavior concerns. We recognize that parent(s) and/or guardian(s) are the primary
educators of their children and we see the importance of involving them in the process of planning for
their child. We believe it is important to clearly teach and model expectations and give feedback to
students by using positive language. Most discipline is best done “in the moment” by the person whose
care they are in whenever possible. We use positive strategies to help children manage their behavior
and teach them problem-solving strategies. Our staff makes an effort to build and create positive
relationships with every child and family, which goes a long way to overcome challenging behavior.
Environments, routines and activities are designed to promote engagement in learning. These
opportunities help children learn classroom rules and routines while encouraging positive social and
emotional growth. We will be using these three main Early Learning rules throughout various locations
in the classroom and in the program.

Our Early Learning Rules:
Be Safe

Be Friendly

Be a Worker

Problem Solving Procedure
There may be occasions when parents have a problem or concern about a student’s progress in school,
or a question about some practice within Early Learning. In cases such as this, it is helpful if parents
know how to get the problem resolved, concerns shared, or questions answered. The school staff wants
to respond to parents in ways that are helpful, show our mutual child interest, and resolve the problem.
Generally, it is recommended that parents take the problem to the staff member closest to the topic
involved in cases of academic progress – the children’s attitudes about school, assignments, class
activities, etc. – the teacher is the one to contact. This can be accomplished by a phone call, email or a
note sent to school. The teacher will contact the parent and will respond to the parent with information,
suggestions, or other appropriate data. Concerns about discipline problems students have with other
students, general school policies, playground rules, etc. can be directed to the Early Learning Director
and Assistant Director. They are also the ones to contact if a parent cannot resolve a concern with the
teacher.
For concerns about transportation or discipline on the bus, please call transportation at (509)-573-7200.

Recess
Exercise and physical activity is an important part of our school day. Our children go to recess every day
(15-20 minutes per day for our part-day programs, and 60 minutes per day for our full-day ECEAP
programs). Recess is an opportunity to learn to socialize and problem solve in a less structured
environment, as well as develop gross motor skills.

Records
District staff must maintain the confidentiality of student data in accordance with the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). All student and family materials are to be confidential documents which
means that they are to be disposed of in a secure manner. All paper documents that are not needed
anymore for auditing purposes are to be shredded. All electronic records/documents with family or
student information are to be password protected.
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Restraining Orders
In the state of Washington, both parents have equal access to their children’s school records. Both
parents can ask to see their children at school. Only a current, dated restraining order from a court of
competent jurisdiction gives the school authority to deny parental access. Please provide the office with
a copy of the order if you have one.

School Safety
The Yakima School District is a Drug Free, Weapons Free, Tobacco Free district. Possession of firearms
on school property will be classified as exceptional misconduct and will result in the following required
steps:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Mandatory 1-year expulsion
Subject to appeal
Notification to parents
Notice to law enforcement

For full policy, please see:
https://www.yakimaschools.org/cms/lib/WA02219114/Centricity/domain/351/policy/4/4315.pdf

Tags and Family ID Cards
Student tags: Our students wear tags on their backpacks to help us guide children at arrival and release
time. It ensures students are getting on the right bus or going home with an authorized person that has
permission to receive the student. Please do not remove tags from backpacks. Students need to bring
backpacks every day school is in session.
Family ID card: Families are also given identification cards and are expected to have the card when
picking up their child. This card helps us to keep all students safe and ensures that only an authorized
person is picking up the child. If you do not have your family ID card, please check into the office so we
can verify that you are on the authorized list. Please contact your teacher if you lose your card or if your
weatherproof Ziploc baggie needs replacing.

Volunteering
Volunteers play an important part in the program. Parent(s)/guardian(s) bring to the program a unique
range of experience, talent and diverse backgrounds, which adds a special feeling and dimension to the
program. Family involvement adds richness and variety to the classroom by being present and helpful.
All school volunteers must submit to a no fee Washington State background check. If you plan to
volunteer please request that a Washington State background check form be sent home to you.
Complete the form and return it to your child’s teacher. Processing time is approximately two weeks.
The background check stays current for two years and is valid at all schools within the Yakima School
District.
We strive to involve each parent/guardian in the program to participate at a level where they are most
comfortable, whether it is in the classroom, serving on committees, or in activities they have helped to
plan. All program involvement is voluntary and not a condition of the child’s enrollment.
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Examples of activities in volunteering
o
o

o

o

o
o

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

When you are assisting at circle time, please sit behind the children and encourage them to
participate in singing and reading by joining the group.
During work time, please facilitate the children’s play at a designated center. If there are no
children at that center, please move to where the children are playing. If you are unsure, ask
the teacher for more direction.
At the art center, please allow the children to be creative – it is the process that is important
not the product. Also, please make sure the children’s names are on their papers before they
leave the center.
If you help at the snack table, we expect the children to ask for what they want. We encourage
the children to taste what is provided, but they do not have to eat it. Be aware of food allergy
notifications that are posted in the classroom.
Please allow children to do all that they can on their own. Encourage them to ask for help if
they need it.
We want the classroom to be a positive learning environment. Please tell the children what you
want them to do rather than what you do not want them to do unless the child’s behavior is
unsafe. Please do not discipline students; inform the teacher. Also, please be mindful of
confidentiality.
Work with children in small groups or individually.
Prepare materials for classroom activities.
Prepare literacy activities.
Help with special presentations for children.
Help with family nights.
Share cultural items with the children (playing the guitar, sharing a hobby, etc.).
Share ideas with teachers for classroom lessons.
Recruit for the program in the community.
Work on the monthly newsletter.
Interpret for other families.
Call other families and remind them of parent events and activities.

Walking to School
When walking to and from school please use the crosswalk at all times. Please make sure to stay with
your student in the designated area until a staff member takes them.
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Weather/Emergencies
The safety of our students and staff is our number one priority. Information found in this section of the
website will assist parents and families in the event of an emergency. Please note that due to safety
concerns, staff and students may be asked by law enforcement to turn off cell phones during a crisis
situation. This is an emergency management best practice. Police do not want parents to come to school
to retrieve their children because that could put the parent in danger and/or could compromise the
police investigation.
In the event of an emergency such as a threat to campus, snow, windstorms, earthquake, or similar
events, Yakima School District may change school start or dismissal times for student safety. We will
communicate with parents through:
o
o
o
o
o
o

Automated phone calls. Please ensure your school has a working phone number on file where
you can be reached.
Announcements on district and school websites.
Announcements on email and mobile app alerts. Please download YSD's mobile app.
https://www.yakimaschools.org/Page/139
Announcements on social media. Please follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
Announcements on TV and radio.
Closure Line: 509-573-7000, PRESS 1 and listen for message (AFTER 5:30 a.m.)

If school is on a late start schedule due to weather we will not have morning preschool.
Should inclement weather cause school closures, the following radio stations will make announcements
between 6:00 and 7:00 AM. Please help keep the telephone lines open by listening to one of the
following RADIO stations:
KXYE
KBBO
KYPL
KDBL
KXTA
KLES
KHHK
KARY
KMNA
KXDD
KRSE

AM
AM
FM
FM
FM
FM
FM
FM
FM
FM
FM

1020
1390
91.9
92.9
96.9
98.7
99.7
100.9
101.7
104.1
105.7

Please stay tuned to the following television stations:
KNDO CHANNEL 23 – KIMA CHANNEL 29 – KAPP CHANNEL 35
For a full list please see: https://www.yakimaschools.org/Page/140.
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Health Information
Common Communicable Diseases:
Please notify the school nurse/office staff if your child contracts any communicable disease (i.e. chicken
pox, scabies, lice, ringworm, impetigo, measles, whooping cough, pink eye, etc.). Confidentiality will be
respected. Your notification allows school staff to control further spread of the disease in the classroom
and our schools. State law requires us to report certain communicable diseases to the local health
district. When exposure notes do go home, they are very general. They will be letting other families
know that their child has been exposed to a disease, what the symptoms are, and what should be done
to correct the problem. At no time will we ever disclose a child or family’s name in an exposure letter.
Should any of these symptoms be noted while the child is in school, teachers will contact the parents
immediately; and the child will be excluded from school until fully recovered. The child will be placed in
a separate area where he/she may be supervised until the parent arrives to take him/her home. Items
and facilities used by the ill child including toilets, toys and other classroom items, shall not be used by
any other person until those items and facilities have been thoroughly cleaned. Symptoms common to
communicable disease in which students should stay home include the following:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Red or running eyes (that are stuck shut with discharge)
Discharging nose (yellow or greenish)
Cough, particularly if persistent or productive (chesty/wet cough that brings up mucus/phlegm)
Sores and crusts on the scalp, face or body, particularly if red and swollen, or draining
Any skin eruption (sores) or rash (impetigo, scabies or ringworm)
Sore throat with fever
Swelling and tenderness of glands, particularly about the face or neck
Fever, suggested by flush, hot face without the use of medication (Tylenol/Ibuprofen)
Nausea and vomiting
Earache or drainage from the ear
Diarrhea and persistent abdominal pain

Each fall, parents are requested to complete forms informing us of any health concerns for their
children. Please keep us notified of any changes in your child’s health status. The classroom teacher, as
well as the school nurse, should be well informed as to your child’s needs. Please make sure we have up
to date emergency contact information in case we need to contact you due to illness or medical
emergency.
See full district policy:
https://www.yakimaschools.org/cms/lib/WA02219114/Centricity/domain/351/policy/3/3414.2X.pdf

16

Immunizations
Washington state law requires proof of immunization status be provided for every child at every
public school and licensed day care center in the state. This information must be provided before or on
the child’s first day of attendance to avoid exclusion from school. Proof immunization status is
established by one of the follow: Properly completed Certificate of Immunization Status (CIS) that is
signed by the parent or guardian; evidence of initiation of and compliance with an immunization
schedule; a Certificate of Exemption (COE) signed by a parent/guardian and, as needed, a licensed
medical professional. As of July 28, 2019 personal/philosophical exemptions for the MMR vaccine will no
longer be accepted per RCW 28A.210.090. If your child has a life-threatening condition or allergy, a
health plan as well as any necessary medications, equipment and doctor’s orders must be in place
before they may attend class. Please notify the office/school nurse immediately.

Injury or Illness at School
When your child is ill or injured at school, he/she will be sent over to see our school nurse. If your
child is too sick to stay in school, every attempt will be made to contact you or another adult listed on
your child’s emergency card. During the school year it is essential that you update the information on
your emergency information card with names and telephone numbers of alternates who may be
contacted if you cannot be reached. Also, in consideration of your child’s comfort and due to the limited
space in our office, we request that you make every attempt to pick up or make arrangements to have
your child picked up immediately. Children who are sick will not be sent home on the bus if they are
vomiting.

Medical/Dental Emergency
In the event a child suffers an injury or illness which requires medical/dental attention beyond basic first
aid administered by school personnel, the following procedures will be followed:
● The teacher will remain with the child and the parents will be notified.
● The school directors and nurse will then be notified of the emergency medical/dental situation.
● The school directors, nurse, or teacher will accompany the child to the emergency facility. If the
situation requires that a dentist see the child, the parent or guardian will transport the child.

Medications at School
Yakima School District will only administer medication that is prescribed by a medical provider. Staff is
not able to give medication to children at school unless the school is provided with specific doctors’
orders. In the event that this is needed, please discuss with the school nurse the correct documents that
are needed from the doctor. Washington state law requires a doctor’s order and a parent signature
before medications can be dispensed. The nurse will ask you to sign a release in order to communicate
with the doctor’s office to discuss your child’s individual needs. Once the care plan is established and
signed, then the nurse can distribute medications that are specified by the doctor.
https://www.yakimaschools.org/cms/lib/WA02219114/Centricity/domain/351/policy/3/3416.7X.pdf

Pesticide Notification- In accordance with the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 17.21.415
notice is given to all parents and guardians of enrolled children of the occasional use of pesticides to
control and suppress unwanted pests on school grounds. This policy statement is available for viewing at
each listed facility.
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Transportation
**All persons picking up children at bus stop must be on the authorization list and show picture I.D.**
Transportation by the Yakima School District is only provided for some programs in Early Learning. Many
students will be transported by their parents/guardians. If your child does not arrive home from school
on time from the bus, please call transportation directly at (509)-573-7200 to see if the bus has been
delayed. If there is not an adult at the bus stop to escort your child off the bus, your child will be brought
back to school at the end of the route, and will need to be picked up by an approved person. Please
know that transportation really tries to stay close to their schedule so that families do not have to wait
for long periods of time. If you have any changes in busing, please call the Early Learning Dome at 509573-5980. If you need an address change, please allow at least five days in advance for transportation to
update/change their route.
Waiting for the bus:
●
●
●
●
●

Arrive at your stop at least 5-10 minutes before the scheduled stop time.
Stay on the curb until the bus has stopped and the doors open. Please closely supervise your
children and keep them safe at the bus stop.
Help your child up or down the bus steps and escort them by the hand to their seat or to the
driver.
Always cross in front of the bus, never behind, when the driver signals it is safe.
Please be home at the scheduled time to receive your child from school.

Important things to teach your child about riding the bus:
●
●
●
●

Always listen to the bus driver
Use your quiet voice at all times when riding on the bus
Always stay seated and wear your seat belt
Be kind to your classmates!

Items NOT allowed on the bus:
●
●
●
●

Food/drinks/candy/gum
Toys
Breakable items
Animals/pets
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Arrival
As the children arrive, program staff greet and welcome children and parents.

Free Choice/ Small Group Time
This time is a period in which the children select activities. They are free to move from one activity to
another. There are many centers of interest available to the children such as art, science, math,
language arts, blocks, manipulative plan and housekeeping. Activities are planned for each day and will
vary from day to day.

Individualization
During activity time, a child and the teacher work together on various individual skills, such as fine/gross
motor activities, identifying numbers/colors/shapes/body parts/etc., self-help skills, speech and
language skills, and socialization skills.

Cleaning Up
Children learn to be responsible when they are given realistic and meaningful responsibilities. Cleaning
up is an important period of cooperation between the adults and children to clean up areas that have
been used during the activity time.

Group Time
During this time, children have a variety of experiences, such as: story time, music and movement, and
finger plays.

Meal Time
The children are provided nutritious meals. They help prepare and set up tables using forks, spoons and
plates. Children are encouraged to clean up their own area. Mealtime is a socializing experience and an
educational time shared by everyone present. Children participate in nutrition education activities,
which include tasting, touching, peeling, cooking, stirring, etc.

Outdoor Play
Outdoor play allows children to participate in activities that promote large muscle development and
coordination. Please dress your child according to weather conditions.

Dismissal
Children return to the classroom, collect their work, and proceed to leave the classroom.
The above activities may or may not occur in the same order, but will occur daily. All programs are
designed differently and are on different time schedules.
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WHEN IS SICK TOO SICK FOR SCHOOL?
Send me to school if...

✔ I have a runny nose or just a
little cough, but no other
symptoms.
✔ I haven’t taken any feverreducing medicine for 24
hours, and I haven’t had a
fever during that time.

Keep me at home if...

✔ I have a temperature
higher than 100
degrees.
✔ I’m throwing up or
have diarrhea.
✔ My eyes are pink and
crusty.

✔ I haven’t thrown up or had
any diarrhea for 24 hours.

Call the doctor if...

✔ I have a temperature higher than 100
degrees for more than two days.
✔ I’ve been throwing up or have diarrhea for
more than two days.
✔ I’ve had the sniffles for more than a week,
and they aren’t getting better.
✔ I still have asthma symptoms after using my
asthma medicine (and call 911 if I’m having
trouble breathing after using an inhaler).

¿CUANDO ES ENFERMO DEMASIADO ENFERMO PARA LA ESCUELA?
Envíame a la escuela si...

✔ Si me fluye la nariz o tengo un
poquito de tos pero ningún
otro síntoma.
✔ Si no he tomado ninguna
medicina para reducir la fiebre
por 24 horas y no he tenido
fiebre durante este tiempo.
✔ Si no he tenido ni vómito ni
diarrea por 24 horas.

Dejarme en casa si…

Llamar al doctor si...

✔ Si tengo la
✔ Si tengo temperatura más alta de 100 grados
temperatura más alta
por más de dos días.
de 100 grados.
✔ Si he estado vomitando o con diarrea por
✔ Si tengo vómito o
más de dos días.
diarrea.
✔ Si me fluye la nariz por más de una semana y
✔ Si mis ojos están
no me estoy mejorando.
color de rosa o llenos
✔ Si sigo con síntomas de asma aún después de
de lagañas.
tomar la medicina (y llamar al 911 si me
cuesta trabajo respirar después de usar el
inhalador).
21

Index
Description

Page Number

Description

Page Number

Arrival, late
Attendance
Backpack
BECCA Bill
Birthdays/Celebrations
Breakfast/Meals
Bullying
Bus
Celebrations
Cell Phone
Check in/out
Child abuse
Classroom schedule
Clothes/dress
Communicable diseases
Communication
Confidentiality
Contact Information
Crosswalk Safety
Curriculum
Diapers/Toileting
Disabilities
Discipline
Drug free
Earthquake
Emergency contact info,
family
Emergency drill
Emergency, dental
Emergency, medical
Equal access
Family involvement
FERPA
Flag exercises
Fragrance free
Goals for Early Learning
Gum free
Gun free
Harassment

9
5
2
5
5
10
6
18
5
6
6
6
19
2, 8
16
7
9
3, 7, 12
14
4, 19
2, 7
8
12
13
8, 15
15

Health Info
Holidays/Celebration
ID tag/cards
Illness
Immunizations
Injury
Late arrival
Late pickup
Lockdown
Lunch/Meals
Meals
Medications
Mission/motto
Nut free
Office
Parking
PBIS
Pesticides
Pets
Photographs
Pick up
Pick up, late
Play
Problem/concern
Reading
Recess

16
5
13
16, 17, 21
17
17
10
10
7, 15
10
10, 19
17
4
2
3, 7
10
12
17
11
10
10, 13
10
11, 19
12
20
12

8
17
17
8
9
9
9
2
4
2
13
6

Restraining order
Safety
Schools
Sick children
Small group time
Smoking
Tags
Transportation
Truancy
Volunteering
Walking to school
Weapons free
Weather

13
13
3
16, 17, 21
19
10, 13
13
18
5
13, 14
14
13
15

22

Please keep this handbook in a
convenient place to refer to
throughout the year. We look
forward to a year of partnering
together for your child’s success.
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I was provided a copy of the handbook from my
child’s teacher. The teacher explained and went
over the handbook with me and answered my
questions if I had any.

I was provided a copy of the handbook from my child’s
teacher. The teacher explained and went over the
handbook with me and answered my questions if I had
any.

Parent signature

Parent signature

Student’s name

Student’s name

Date

Date
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